General Course Syllabus for all Ceramics Courses

Professor:  
  Brian Harper



  Studio and Office: KV-036 (across the hall from the ceramics area)



  Office hours: 11:15am–1:15pm Tuesday and Thursday, or by appointment



  Contact e-mail: harperba@ius.edu



  our website: www.claybucket.com


  also review (often): www.artaxis.org



  SpaceLab website: www.SpaceLabProject.wordpress.com



  some notable Facebook groups and pages:  -- facebook.com/thespacelabproject 







         -- facebook.com/artaxis.org 







         -- facebook.com/IUSceramics








         -- The Dirt Bags



  and follow @IUSceramics on Twitter at (twitter.com/iusceramics)

General Course Objectives:  


All of the courses in the ceramics area are intended to broaden the student’s understanding of 
clay as a viable medium for personal visual expression and extend the student’s capacity for 
practical application for two and three dimensional design considerations.  Although the ceramic 
discipline will provide a focal point for study, students are required to expand their range of 
exploration to the broader field of the visual arts, including the disciplines of sculpture, drawing, 
painting, printmaking, photography, installation, conceptual work, and architecture, as well as 
other art forms such as literature, music, theater, and dance in order to stimulate one’s thinking 
about one’s own work and the work of others.  

Creative expression is one of the objectives of this class.  You will be expected to: 

1. create unique, personal, finished objects in clay.

2. perform a critical examination and assessment of your own work, as well as the work of others. 

3. articulate how you got from the initial concept to the final product.

Academic Expectations:


Attend all classes, care about the work you are doing in class, see it through, visit the ceramics 
studio between classes to move your work along, help others in the class to succeed, keep the 
studio clean.

For this course you are expected to spend at least six hours per week on assignments – this is 
in addition to your class time.

Class Attendance:  


In accordance with the IUS School of Arts and Letters attendance policy, students missing 
more than 25% of scheduled classes will receive an automatic “F” for the semester.  

(25% of classes meeting twice a week = 8 absences).

THERE ARE NO EXCUSED ABSENCES - i.o.w. – AN ABSENCE IS AN ABSENCE

             3 absences =  a quarter letter grade reduction in your final grade (-25 pts)


4 absences =  a half letter grade reduction in your final grade (-50 pts)


5 absences =  a three quarter letter grade reduction in your final grade (-75 pts)


6 absences =  a full letter grade reduction in your final grade (-100 pts)


7 absences =  a one and a quarter letter grade reduction in your final grade (-125 pts)

** Students who arrive to class more than 5 minutes late or leave early will receive a “L” or “LE” for the 
class date, which equals 1/3 of an absence (3 LATES OR LEAVE EARLYS = 1 ABSENCE)

** Students with a perfect record of attendance for the semester (no absences, late arrivals, or early departures) will receive a quarter letter grade increase (25 pts added to their semester total).  

Required Text:  
Hands in Clay by Charlotte Speight (5th edition)
Recommended Texts: 
The Ceramic Spectrum, Robin Hopper




The Potter’s Workbook, Clary Illian




The Craft and Art of Clay, Susan Peterson




Shards: Garth Clark on Ceramic Art, Garth Clark

Clean-Up Policy:  Each student is responsible for cleaning the area in which they worked, each and 
every time they use that space.  This includes evenings, Fridays, and weekends.

Cell Phones:  Turn all cell phones to a silent setting during ALL HOURS in the ceramic studio.  Please 
respect the shared creative environment and talk on your phone outside.  Do not
use cell 
phones in any way during class.  In other words, all cell phones are to be turned off and not 
answered during class hours. (this includes text and picture messaging, two way 
calling, 
conference calling, skyping, voiping, IMing, or any new variants of these that have come into 
being this week. (you may however, use telepathy as long as it doesn’t make any strange noises)

Sketchbook:  Mandatory – COUNTS AS 10% OF YOUR GRADE and will be used for quick and/or 
detailed drawings of ideas for pieces and keeping notes (how a piece was glazed, fired, etc).  I 
will look at your sketchbook and talk with you about your ideas before each assignment is 
started. Your completed sketchbook will count as one project grade (100 
points).  You will not be 
judged on your drawing skills. 

Critiques:  Individual and group critiques will be held during the semester.  Critiques are a time when 
work is presented by all students for the purpose of receiving formal criticism.  It is a unique 
opportunity to heighten one’s ability to perceive strengths and weaknesses within formal design 
criteria and expressive content, in addition to developing one’s own ability to communicate this 
information to others.  Attendance at critiques is mandatory.

E-mail:  Your IUS e-mail address is the way I will be communicating with you outside of class.  It is YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY to either check that e-mail address often or make sure that those messages 
are being forwarded to an address you check.  I will be using whatever e-mail address is listed on 
Oncourse.
Grading: This is a basic breakdown of grading percentages.  A far more specific outline is located in your 
specific course syllabus.  


projects = 50% 

             quizzes, papers, research projects = 30%

class participation = 10% (use of class time, participation in critiques, general attitude toward 


others in studio, and attendance at visiting artist lectures) 

              sketchbook = 10%
IUS Academic Dishonesty:


The Student Code of Conduct prohibits activities and prescribes penalties for academic 
dishonesty. According to Indiana University Southeast Policy, adopted by the President’s Cabinet 
and printed in the IUS Student Handbook, students found guilty of any form of academic 
dishonesty, including (but not limited to) cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, 
plagiarism, and collusion, may receive an F on the assignment and/or an F in their course(s) from 
the instructor and may be suspended from the university by the administrative action.

Special Needs:


Students who have a disability that requires accommodations in the classroom should Disabilities 
Services; early in the semester so that their learning needs may be appropriately met.  The 
Student will need to provide documentation of the disability and if testing is needed, 
recommendations can be provided from Disabilities Services in UC South Room 207, 941-2243.  
Additional information about the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities may be obtained 
at: http://www.ius.edu/asc/disabilityservices/

